City Council
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
City of Belvidere, Illinois

Alderman Clayton Stevens Chairman Building

Alderman John Albertini Vice-Chairman Building

Alderman Wendy Frank Chairman Finance and Personnel
Alderman Ric Brereton Vice -Chairman Finance and Personnel
Alderman Mike McGee Chairman Planning & Zoning
Alderman Matthew Fleury Vice-Chairman Planning & Zoning
Alderman Rory Peterson Chairman Public Safety

Alderman Jerry Hoiness Vice-Chairman Public Safety

Alderman Sandra Gramkowski ~ Chairman Public Works
Alderman Chris Montalbano Vice-Chairman Public Works

AGENDA
July 27, 2026
6:00 p.m.

City Council Chambers
401 Whitney Blvd., Belvidere, Illinois

Call to Order:

Roll Call:

Public Comment:

Public Forum:
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Committee of the Whole

July 27 2026

Reports of Officers, Boards, and Special Committees:

Public Safety, Unfinished Business: None.

Public Safety, New Business:
(A)Police Department — Update.
(B) Fire Department — Update.

Finance & Personnel, Unfinished Business: None.

Finance & Personnel, New Business:

(A)Finance Department — Update.

Other, Unfinished Business: None.

Other, New Business:

(A) Amendment to 106-190 Pertaining to the Electric Utility Tax.

(B) Hiring of Full Time Plans Examiner/Inspector — Building Department.

(C) Landfill #1 Groundwater Monitoring — Bid Tabulation.

(D) Landfill #2 Groundwater Monitoring — Bid Tabulation.

(E) Executive Session Pursuant to Section 2(c)(2) of the Open Meetings Act
to Discuss Collective Bargaining Matters.

Adjournment;
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CITY ATTORNEY
Memo

To: City Council

From: Mike Drella

CC:

Date: 7/15/2026

Re: Amendment to 106-190 pertaining to the Electric Utility Tax

Attached is a proposed addition to the City’s tax on the purchase and use of electricity. There is an
uptick in new industry constructing their own power stations (basically a small peaker plant or fuel cell)
to provide electricity for the new industrial complex or park. This is in part caused by the increasing
demand of new industry and the delay in obtaining power from traditional power suppliers. Also
impacting the problem is the decrease in coal fired power plants and the lag in development of other
power sources both green technology and nuclear.

| am attaching a proposed amendment to our utilities tax to capture electricity generated by a user for
their own consumption as opposed to purchased at retail. It seeks to ensure that an electric end user
that generates and uses their own power will still pay an electric tax the same as other corporate and
residential residents in the City. It only imposes a tax on the regular generation of power for the
generator's own use and contains obvious exemptions for emergency generators.



Sec. 106-190. Tax imposed.

A tax is imposed on all persons engaged in the following occupations or privileges:

(1)

(2)

(3)

Persons engaged in the business of distributing, supplying, furnishing, or selling gas for use or
consumption within the corporate limits of the city, and not for resale, at the rate of five percent of the

gross receipts therefrom.

Persons engaged in the business of distributing, supplying, furnishing, or selling electricity for use or
consumption within the corporate limits of the city, and not for resale, at the rate of five percent of the
gross receipts therefrom. The tax imposed under this paragraph shall not apply to gross receipts
pertaining to bills for the distribution, supply, or furnishing or sale of electricity where the use or
consumption of the electricity is subject to the tax imposed under section 106-190(c).

Pursuant to 65 ILCS 5/8-11-2 and any and all other applicable authority, a tax is imposed upon the
privilege of using or consuming electricity acquired in a purchase at retail and used or consumed within
the corporate limits of the municipality at the following rates, calculated on a monthly basis for each

purchaser:

a. For the first 2,000 kilowatt-hours used or consumed in a month; 0.543 cents per kilowatt-hour;

b. For the next 48,000 kilowatt-hours used or consumed in a month; 0.356 cents per kilowatt-hour;

C. For the next 50,000 kilowatt-hours used or consumed in a month; 0.321 cents per kilowatt-hour;

d. For the next 400,000 kilowatt-hours used or consumed in a month; 0.312 cents per kilowatt-
hour;

e. For the next 500,000 kilowatt-hours used or consumed in a month; 0.303 cents per kilowatt-
hour;

f. For the next 2,000,000 kilowatt-hours used or consumed in a month; 0.285 cents per kilowatt-
hour;

g For the next 2,000,000 kilowatt-hours used or consumed in a month; 0.281 cents per kilowatt-
hour;

h. For the next 5,000,000 kilowatt-hours used or consumed in a month; 0.276 cents per kilowatt-
hour;

i For the next 10,000,000 kilowatt-hours used or consumed in a month; 0.272 cents per kilowatt-
hour, and

j- For all electricity used or consumed in excess of 20,000,000 kilowatt-hours in a month; 0.267
cents per kilowatt-hour.

(4) Pursuant to the City’s home rule authority, a tax is imposed upon the privilege of using or consuming

electricity within the corporate limits of the City, or any territory subject to the jurisdiction of the City, even if

not vet within its corporate limits, where the electricity where the electricity is self-generated, co-generated,

acquired through wholesale markets, or otherwise not purchased at retail, at the same rates set forth in

subsection (3) above.

a.

Any person or entity using or consuming electricity under this subsection (4) shall cause all such

usage or consumption to be metered in a manner equivalent to the metering used for purchases

at retail and shall monthly report such usage or consumption to the City Clerk upon forms to be

provided by the City Clerk no later than the 15" of each month for the preceding calendar

month. For purposes of this subsection, metering shall occur at the primary facility input line or

at the final point of distribution to the operational equipment, whichever calculation reflects the
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maximum gross kilowatt-hours introduced to the facility. The City or its designated independent

auditor shall have the right to inspect, verify, and pull direct digital telemetry from all revenue-

grade primary meters upon 48 hours’ notice during regular business hours.

Each such person or entity shall pay the required tax no later than the 15t of each month for the

preceding calendar month. No person or entity shall be required to pay both the tax imposed

under this subsection 4 and the tax imposed under subsection 3 above. As such where a person

or entity both utilizes electricity not purchased at retail and electricity purchased at retail, the tax

imposed by this subsection 4 shall be reduced by the amount of any tax imposed and paid under

subsection 3 above for the same billing period. The taxpayer shall provide documentation of all

such permissible credits in accordance with subsection 4a above.

In addition to any interest, penalty, lien or other remedy available to the City at law or in equity,

any person who violates the provisions of this subsection (4), fails to pay any tax when due or

who submits faise information to the City concerning the tax imposed herein, shall be fined not

less than $200.00 plus court costs per offense. Each day, or part thereof, that a violation exists or

continues, constitute a separate offense. Additionally, a violation of any term of this subsection

(4) shall subject the person or entity to suspension or revocation of their business registration

license in accordance with Chapter 26 of the City of Belvidere Municipal Code.

This subsection (4) shall not be deemed to apply to the temporary emergency generation and

use of electricity necessitated by a power outage or temporary interruption of a user’s normal

source of electricity.

Pursuant to 65 ILCS 5/8-11-2, the rates set forth in subsection (2) above shall be effective:

{1) On August 1, 2000 for residential customers; and

(2)  On the earlier of:

a.

b.

The first bill is issued on or after January 1, 2001; or

The date of the first bill issued pursuant to 220 ILCS 5/16-104, for nonresidential customers.

(4) Persons engaged in the business of transmitting messages by means of electricity or radio magnetic
waves, or fiber optics, at a rate of five percent of the gross receipts from that business originating

within the corporate limits of the city.

(Ord. No. 353G, § 1, 7-3-00; Ord. No. 389G, § 1, 1-16-01; Ord. No. 7H, §§ 1, 2, 3-2-09)

{Supp. No. 29)
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CITY OF BELVIDERE
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BUILDING DEPARTMENT PLANNING DEPARTMENT

401 WHITNEY BLVD. SUITE 300 BELVIDERE, IL 61008 * PH (815)547-7177 FAX (815)547-0789

MEMO

DATE: July 20, 2026

TO: Mayor and City Council

FROM: Craig Wilcox, Director of Buildings

RE: Hiring of a Full Time Plans Examiner and Inspector

The Building Department is in need of a full-time plans examiner/inspector. Historically, this
was a full-time position for the City. However, for the past several years | have filled that
roll on a part-time basis. Prior to the recession, the Department was usually staffed with
one full-time building inspector/Director, one full-time residential inspector, one part-time
commercial inspector and a full-time zoning and property maintenance inspector. For the
last several years, the Department has had minimal staffing of only a full-time Director and
a part time inspector (myself) plus the property maintenance and zoning inspector.

We recommend returning the position to a full-time position. First, as Stellantis retools and
reopens, and as other industrial development continues to emerge, we anticipate increases
in both residential and commercial development in the coming years. Second, it will allow
the City to develop a succession strategy for the future Director of Buildings in a few years.
Finally, it will allow the City to more adequately staff for not just plan review and construction
inspections, but to also assist with property maintenance inspections and enforcement.

After reviewing what other area municipalities pay for building plans examiners / inspectors,
we recommend a starting salary between $68,000 and $78,000 depending on qualifications.
This will require an amendment to the FY2027 budget to reflect the nature of the full-time
position and the resulting increase in salary. The successful candidate would be required
to have, or obtain within a period of time, certifications for the International Building Code,
International Residential Code, the International Mechanical Code, the International Energy
Code and the International Fuel Gas Code. The starting salary could be adjusted
appropriately for each such certification obtained.

Requested Motion 1: “Motion to amend the FY 2027 budget to authorize a salary
not to exceed $78,000 for a full-time building inspector.” Please note, this will require an
adoption of an appropriate ordinance.

Regquested Motion 2: Motion to authorize the hiring of a full-time building inspector
with a salary range between $68,000 and $78,000 depending on qualifications.




Public Works Department

Memo

To: Mayor and City Council

From: Jordan Keck, Director of Public Works

Date: 7/22/2026

Re: Landfill #1 Groundwater Monitoring — Bid Tabulation

The following bids were received for the two-year groundwater monitoring of Belvidere Municipal
Landfill #1, beginning with the July 2026 sampling period:

1. Jacob & Hefners Associates, Inc. $14,222.00
2231 West Altorfer Drive
Peoria, lllinois 61615

2. Fehr Graham $21,500.00
200 Prairie Street, Suite 208
Rockford, IL 61107

Based on further review of our current contract documents, we can opt to extend our current
agreement with Pace Analytical Services for an additional term at the rates for services approved by
the agreement. The current rates of services per the agreement is $12,920.00.

Recommended Motion 1: Motion to reject all bids for the Landfill #1 Groundwater Monitoring.

Recommended Motion 2: Motion to exercise the right to extend the existing contract with Pace
Analytical Services for the Landfill #1 Groundwater Monitoring for an additional term.



Public Works Department

Memo

To: Mayor and City Council

From: Jordan Keck, Director of Public Works

Date: 7/22/2026

Re: Landfill #2 Groundwater Monitoring — Bid Tabulation

The following bids were received for the two-year groundwater monitoring of Belvidere Municipal
Landfill #2, beginning with the July 2026 sampling period:

1. Jacob & Hefners Associates, Inc. $83,398.00
2231 West Altorfer Drive
Peoria, lllinois 61615

2. Fehr Graham $96,500.00
200 Prairie Street, Suite 208
Rockford, IL 61107

Based on further review of our current contract documents, we can opt to extend our current
agreement with Pace Analytical Services for an additional term at the rates for services approved by
the agreement. The current rates of services per the agreement is $76,445.80.

Recommended Motion 1: Motion to reject all bids for the Landfill #2 Groundwater Monitoring.

Recommended Motion 2: Motion to exercise the right to extend the existing contract with Pace
Analytical Services for the Landfill #2 Groundwater Monitoring for an additional term.





