CITY OF BELVIDERE
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
AGENDA
Tuesday, August 25, 2026
City Hall Council Chambers
401 Whitney Boulevard

5:30 pm
ROLL CALL
Members: Staff:
Sonya Dobberfuhl, Chair Gina DelRose, Community Development Planner
David Kummerow, Vice Chair
Natali Ramboldt
Dawn Snow Ex-Officio:
Lisa Kummerow Clint Morris, Mayor

Kim Coniglio
Carl Swanson

MINUTES: July 28, 2026
PUBLIC COMMENT

NEW BUSINESS:
Landmark Application- 633 W. Perry Street

Property Maintenance Grant Reimbursement- 401 N. Main Street

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Work Plan

2026 Awards Program: potential winners

Promotional/Fundraising Events:
Scavenger Hunt- Museum bags
Chef's Night- Texas Roadhouse
Victorian Picnic- September 26, 2026

Expenditures: None.

Friends of Preservation: TBD

OTHER BUSINESS:

Images of America: Belvidere and Boone County, Boone County Journal Postcard
Books, A Walk Through Time

Royalties- No update

Book Sales- No update

DISCUSSION:
COMMUNICATIONS/PLANNING REPORTS:

Staff Report:
Next Meeting Date: September 22, 2026

ADJOURNMENT

This agenda prepared by the Belvidere Community Development Department
For Questions or Comments call 815 547-7177



CITY OF BELVIDERE
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES

July 28, 2026
5:30 pm
City Hall, 401 Whitney Boulevard
ROLL CALL
Members Present: Staff Present:
Sonya Dobberfuhl, Chair Gina DelRose, Community Development Planner

David Kummerow, Vice Chair
Lisa Kummerow

Carl Swanson

Dawn Snow

Natali Ramboldt

Kim Coniglio

Members Absent:
Sonya Dobberfuhl called the meeting to order at 5:35pm.

MINUTES: It was moved and seconded (Snow/Ramboldt) to approve the minutes of the June
23, 2026 meeting. :

Motion carried with a 6-0 voice vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT: None.

NEW BUSINESS: None.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Work Plan
2026 Awards Program: Gina DelRose stated that there were no new updates.

Promotional/Fundraising Events:
Scavenger Hunt/Museum Bags- Gina DelRose questioned if the Commission wanted to make
bags just for the scavenger hunt that was cancelled or also for the previous two that were held.

Gina DelRose also questioned the pricing of the bags.

Dawn Snow suggested selling the bags for $10 a piece or all three for $25.

It was discussed that the bags include three sets of questions, the answer key and stickers to
represent the previously used tokens.

Kim Coniglio arrived at 5:40pm.
The Commission recommended making 10 bags of each scavenger hunt to start off with.

Chef's Night- The Commission directed Kim Coniglio to purchase one case of peanuts with
appetizer coupons. [f the fundraiser is successful, more will be purchased in the future.

Victorian Picnic- The Commission decided to hold the picnic at the Swift House on September
26, 2026.
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Property Maintenance Grant: None.

Expenditures: None.

Friends of Preservation: None.

OTHER BUSINESS:
Images of America: Belvidere and Boone County, Boone County Journal Postcard

Books, A Walk Through Time
Royalties: None.

Book Sales: None.

DISCUSSION: Dawn Snow stated that St. John’s Church is hosting a 125" Anniversary event
on September 20,

Sonya Dobberfuhl stated that the Belvidere Cemetery is hosting a military themed cemetery
walk on October 25™.

Gina DelRose stated that the Arts Council is unveiling their 250" Anniversary mural on
September 19™.

Staff Report: Gina DelRose stated that an application was received to landmark Perry School.
The public hearing will be held at the August 25, 2026 meeting.

NEXT MEETING DATE: August 25, 2026
ADJOURNMENT: Meeting adjourned at 6:32 pm.

Recorded by

Gina DelRose
Community Development Planner
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August 19, 2026

ADVISORY REPORT

Local Landmark Designation 633 W. Perry Street (Perry School)

REQUEST AND LOCATION:
The applicant, Clint Morris, 401 Whitney Boulevard, Belvidere, IL 61008 is requesting local

landmark designation according to Section 58 of the Belvidere Municipal Code for the property
located at 633 W. Perry Street in Belvidere Township (PINs: 05-26-334-006, 05-26-334-007,
05-26-334-008, 05-26-334-009, 05-26-334-018, 05-26-334-019, 0-26-334-020 and 05-26-334-
021). See the attached location map

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND CURRENT ZONING:

The subject property is designated as “Public/Semi-Public’ by the City of Belvidere
Comprehensive Plan, adopted May 7, 2024. The public/semi-public land use category includes
local government uses, municipal facilities, community service providers, schools, and places of
worship and assembly. Often, public/semi-public uses are compatible with residential areas, but
some areas may provide an opportunity to redevelop with adjacent commercial, mixed-use, or

industrial uses.

The property is zoned |, Institutional District. The neighborhood is predominantly residential.
Additional institutional land uses are found further east and west along Appleton Road and near

North State Street.

CRITERIA:
The proposed landmark meets the following criteria of Section 58-61: it has character and

interest as part of the development of the City of Belvidere and it is suitable for preservation.

In 1825, lllinois Governor, Edward Coles supported legislation that established the right to free
public schools across the entire State of lllinois. In 1827 additional legislation was passed that
greatly impacted funding of public schools in a negative way. However, the region experienced
increased immigration of New Englanders due to Chicago’s burgeoning trade networks and
industrial expansion. These new residents brought a strong tradition of public education with
them, so despite the limitations of the 1827 school funding law, local networks of publicly funded
schools began to set up in Northern lilinois.  Activism from teachers and parents across the
State, as well as the continued influx of New Englanders and European Immigrants into lllinois
slowly turned the public opinion in favor of free public schooling. In 1855 legislators passed a



Local Landmark Designation, 633 W. Perry Street (Perry School)

law that made free public schools a reality across the State of lllinois. The lllinois Education
Association (IEA) is a union that was founded in 1853 to serve interest of public education in
lllinois. In 1857, the IEA became an affiliate of the National Educational Association. In 1873,
the State of lllinois, as an experiment, named 10 women as County Superintendents. Mrs. Mary
E. Crary was among the ten and was assigned to Boone County.

During this period of education reform occurring in lllinois, the Town of Belvidere was
incorporated in 1847 and was officially issued a state charter in 1857. In 1882, Belvidere was
reincorporated and became a city. Shortly after this, in 1886 the National Sewing Machine
Company located along State Street and expanded 8 years later. Three schools were
constructed to meet the growth demands of the National Sewing Machine Company- Perry
School, Logan School and Lincoln School.

Perry School was built in 1897 and is one of the oldest operational schools in lllinois. It started
out having eight grades but housed five grades (K-5) in 2026. The school and the street were
named after Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry (1794-1858). In July 1853, Perry entered
feudal Japan by sailing into Tokyo Bay and ordered the country be open to modern international
commerce. Although not verified, it is widely believed that Perry School is the second oldest
school in the State of llinois. The oldest continuously operating public elementary school
building in lllinois is Allen Grade School in Bureau which was built 10 years previously in 1887.

Unlike Lincoln School (demolished) and Logan School (historically inappropriate additions),
Perry School has remained largely unchanged. There is a gray cut stone plinth and foundation
wall that is topped by second-floor brown brick window sills. The front entrance is bracketed
with oculi (circular windows). Protruding brickwork on the front gable features a diamond-
checked pattern. Fortunately, the front and rear exteriors do not have additions constructed on
them. Only minor alterations have occurred, chiefly composed of reduced height window
openings when interior ceilings were lowered. A bank of three upper windows on the north side
of the school and another five windows on the west side addition have been “blanked” but
fortunately were not bricked in. The upper east side windows overlooking that addition were

altered in the same fashion.

SUMMARY:
The planning staff believes that the designation of the property as a landmark will not have an

adverse effect on the surrounding neighborhood. Previously the structure was utilized as a
school. The landmark designation will not change the use of the property or have an effect on
the surrounding neighborhood. The landmark designation will not have an adverse effect on the
elements of the comprehensive plan or its designation of public/semi-public. The proposed
landmark meets the criteria for designation.

RECOMMENDATION:
The planning staff recommends the approval of the designation of the school at 633 W. Perry

Street as a local landmark.
Submitted by:

G_j_ryi DelRose, Community Development Planner




Local Landmark Designation, 633 W. Perry Street (Perry School)

ATTACHMENTS

1. Location Map by the planning staff.

2. Aerial Photo by the planning staff.

3. Comprehensive Plan Map by the planning staff.
4. Application by the applicant.

5. Supporting Documentation by the applicant.
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BELVIDERE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Belvidere Community Development Department

Phone 815 547-7177

Fax 815 547-0789
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BELVIDERE, ILLINOIS

Established 1881

APPLICATION
FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION

Property Address . ©33 WesT p e S ZREET -

Has the structure ever been located at another location? No

If yes where?

05-26-334-06%, O§-26-334-902
~2e-334- WPy, = =
Property’s Legal Description 05-26-334-007, o05-26- .3.3*10_‘3—

lots 1-8 of BLock A ofF Tnog Tombruns ADD

Property Identification Number (PIN)

Historic Name of Property Pi RAM é?ﬂ EET 502{ 0oL

Common Name of Property P EARY & LEMENTARY Scuaol o
Applicant’s Name Cery ot RSL\ubé‘flE
Applicant’s Address 401 Wuiraig| 8wd,
Revdipens , TL ¢ lood

Applicant’s Phone Number (D150 546~9330
Name of Oviner Recionar Reard ot Scusor TR
Owner’s Address 1201 Sty Avewue -

_ Rewders , T Glodh
Ovner’s Phone Number (D13 §44-030 1

Classification i.e. Structure, Buildings, Site, Object, or District S‘({J.U cTURY

Ownership i.e. Public, Private, or Both PUG LLC




Is Public Acquisition being considered? No

Is the property currently occupied? No

Please list the existing uses for the property, as well as any prior uses that you are aware of:
ZLEMENTARY SCHopl W CINTIANOU USE SincE (TS
CoNSTRUCTION .

Is the property represented in existing Landmark Surveys? NO

If yes, please list type, title, and date

* In compliance with sections 58.61 & 58.62 of the Belvidere Municipal Code, the following
information is required.

Please check the following Landmark status criteria that the subject property meets.

v The property has character, interest, or value which is part of the development, heritage, or cultural
characteristics of Belvidere, Boone County, State of Illinois, or the nation.

It’s location is a site of significant City, County, State, or National event.

It is identified with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the development of
Belvidere, Boone County, State of Illinois, or the Nation.

It embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of a period,
type, method of construction, or use of indigenous materials.

It is identified with the work of a master builder, designer, architect, or landscape architect whose
individual work has influenced the development of Belvidere, Boone County, State of Illinois, or the

Nation.

v/ It embodies elements of design, detailing, materials, or craftsmanship that render it architecturally
significant.

It embodies design elements that make it structurally or architecturally innovative.

It has a unique location or singular physical characteristics that make it an established or familiar
visual feature.

It has character which is particularly fine or unique example of a utilitarian structure, including, but
not limited to farmhouses, gas stations, or other commercial structures, with a high level of integrity or
architectural significance.

\/ Ii is suitable for preservation or restoration.

It is included in the National Register of Historic Places and/or Hlinois Register of Historic Places.



It has yielded, or may be likely to yield information important to pre-history, history, or other areas
of archaeological significance.

Please attach the following information with your application.

A narrative statement completely describing the subject and fully explaining the characteristics of
the subject (architectural, historical, etc.) which meet the criteria used to identify Landmarks. List any
other significant exterior architectural features that should be preserved.

A site plan drawn to scale (not less than linch= 100£t) showing the location of the building, traffic
access, drives, open spaces, signs, and dimensions of yard areas.

Existing elevation drawings of all sides of every structure to be considered, illustrating architectural
details coinciding with the Narrative statement, if applicable.

Photographs of all sides of every structure to be considered, which best exemplify the characteristics
to be considered by the Belvidere Historic Preservation Commission.

Any other information you wish to include which would become part of the Landmark Register
(family photographs, genealogies, histories, abstracts, old maps, newspaper articles, etc.)

List the owners of record of all the properties located adjacent and across the street, alley, or road
from the subject property.

Property Identification Number (PIN) Name Address
S€g ATTACUED ST R .

Please remember submitted items will become property of the Belvidere Historic Preservation
Commission, and will not be returned.



I hereby affirm this application and all information submitted is true and correct to the best of my
knowledge. I agree that all materials will become property of the Belvidere Historic Preservation
Commission. Iunderstand the Commission will be responsible for the recording of the Landmark in the

Landmark Register.

By virtue of this request for Landmark Designation, local elected and appointed officials responsible for the
review and approval/denial of this application are hereby given permission to inspect the property proposed
for designation in order to determine its suitability.

/ )
Applicant % & Date J% S Zozs

Owner Date -
Departmental Use Only
Application  Approved Denied

Notes Condition:

Application Approved on By -
Date Chair

- By

Application Issued on
Date Administrator

cc: File, Building Department



Perry Street School is an important icon of the development of our nation, and of the
fabric of our civic culture. The initial Belvidere public school was constructed in 1850, prior to
the city’s 1881 incorporation. In 1873 the State of [linois elected the first ten women, in an
experiment, to become County Superintendents of Schools. One of those ten was Mrs. Mary E.
Crary in Boone County.

Perry Street School was named for its frontage street, which was itself a namesake for
Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry, 4-10-1794 to 3-4-1858, remembered for his July 1853
success in boldly sailing into Tokyo Bay in closed, feudal Japan and ordering the country be
opened to modern international commerce. Before that century ended, Industrial Age commerce
would itself arrive that grew Belvidere and greatly expanded its public schools’ requirements.

In November 1886 the June Manufacturing Company relocated here from Chicago,
following labor riots and in their pursuit of more skilled workers. An 1890 reorganization created
the National Sewing Machine Company, eventually covering 20 acres and a full four city blocks.
While staffing the manufacturer accordingly, Belvidere grew from 2,951 residents in 1880 to
3,867 in 1890, a 31% increase. From 1890 to 1900 the city added another 3,070 residents- a 79%
increase. These figures correlate with the neighborhood grade schools that were soon being built:
Logan, Perry and Lincoln. Perry alone survives with much of its original design integrity intact.
Lincoln School has long since been demolished.

A mixed blessing was the next wave of rapid population growth that arrived. The Baby
Boomer generation following World War II resulted in utilitarian plain brick additions appended
to all three grade schools to expand classroom capacity, but to the decided detriment to their
esthetics. Fortunately, Perry Street School suffered for it a lot less than Logan School, and
perhaps equal to Lincoln School.

Arguably, Perry Street School was a beneficiary of original design details and
construction components superior to the sister school buildings. A gray cut stone plinth and
foundation wall was topped at the second-floor stone window sills with brown brick. The front,
or Perry Street side, bracketed the concrete doorway arch with oculi. Protruding brickwork on
that gable featured a diamond-checked pattern, upon which was centered the concrete date stone
“1900”. Fortunately, the front and rear exteriors were not added to and had minor alterations
chiefly composed of reduced height window openings when interior ceilings were lowered. A
bank of three upper windows on the back, or north side, and another of five over the west side
addition were blanked but not bricked in. Upper east side windows overlooking that addition
were done the same way.

Perry Street School originally offered eight grades, and during the last year it hosted
grades K through 5. It had attained the status of being the second-oldest grade school building in
use in the State of Illinois. It is representative of an era in which form, function and logistics
were thoughtfully and fully integrated. It was bequeathed by a school board authorizing massive
masonry educational monuments within fast-growing neighborhoods and yet taking the time to
do it right. In that pre-automobile age, parents were able to know their children could readily
walk to their nearest grade school. (After 1901, a city trolley line even offered service to the



south side high school as well.)
Perry Street School well exceeds the sum of its parts. It has proven durable, well-

designed and worthy of its veneration and continued esteemed service to its public owners and to

our posterity.



Perry Street School
to scale
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St. John’s United Church of Christ

401 North Mdin Street www.stjohns401.org
PO.Box 794 stiohnsuccd0i@gmaii.com
Belvidere, IL. 61008 Pastor’s Cell: (815} 544-2977

August 14, 2026
To: Gina Del Rose, Staff Liaison, Belvidere Historic Preservation Commission
Fr: Betsy Mollway, Sexton, St. John's United Church of Christ

Re: Historic Property Maintenance Program Grant

Attached please find photos of before and after our window replacement and documenta-

tion of the final cost.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

815-222-9323
betsywd@comcast.net



St. John's United Church of Christ, 401 N. Main St., Belvidere, IL
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St. John's United Church of Christ, 401 N. Main St., Belvidere, IL

New windows right/south (Madison Street) side
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